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University of London with a view to giving the medical
student in London advantages equal to those enjoyed by
the students in large provincial universities. Judging from
the applause with which the exposition of both schemes was
greeted it would seem that each had the hearty approval of
the audience. 

___

THE HEALTH OF THE KING.

ON Saturday, the llth inst., His Majesty received a

chill, probably when driving in his motor car. Some

bronchial catarrh with a slight rise of temperature and
increase in the pulse-rate ensued so that it was found

necessary by his medical attendants to advise him to remain
indoors in an equable temperature. We are glad to say that
His Majesty has progressed satisfactorily and on Wednesday
was able to go out. 

-

ANTE-NATAL INJURIES.

A VERY interesting question was raised in a case before
the Exeter magistrates when a woman, in applying for a
separation order said that her last child had been born with
black ey(s and a discoloured face as the result of her
husband’s violence. The medico-legal question involved is
one of much interest. What is the usual effect on the foetus
in utero of traumatism applied Lo the abdomen of the mother ?
The amount of injury which a pregnant woman may sustain
and yet give birth at full term to a healthy child is

astonishing. One of the most remarkable cases is that

recorded by Corey. The patient, a woman three months
pregnant, was tossed by a cow. There was an abdominal
wound through which protruded the great omentum, the
descending and transverse colon, most of the small intestine,
and the pylori end of the stomach. Three and a half hours
after the accident the viscera were replaced under an anoes-
thetic and the edges of the wound were pared and sutured.
The woman made a perfect recovery and gave birth at full
term to a healthy and uninjured child. Tiffany, who has col-
lected a number of such cases, quotes one of a woman

who at the eighth month of pregnancy was almost buried
by the fall of a clay wall and received a number of

wounds on the head, 32 stitches having to be inserted.
In spite of this the pregnancy continued to full term

and the patient gave birth to a healthy female child.
The escape of the foetus from injury in such cases is no
doubt to be explained by its protected position in the

mother’s abdomen and by the presence of the liquor amnii.
Unhappily in many instances of severe abdominal injuries
the outcome is not so fortunate and that such injuries may
result in serious damage to the child is only too certain.
Neugebauer, for instance, relates the case of a woman who,
when near full term, committed suicide by jumping from a
second-floor window. She ruptured her uterus and a dead
foetus with a fracture of the parietal bone was found lying
free in the abdominal cavity. A great many of the
recorded cases, however, especially in the older litera-

ture, in which various injuries, for example, fractures and
dislocations of the foetal bones, are described, must be
received with scepticism, as such conditions are more

often due to defects of development than to direct injury
to the foetus in utero. An instance of this kind is no
doubt the case recorded of a woman who at the seventh
month of pregnancy fell and struck her abdomen against a
tub. She was delivered at full term of a child who had a

deep cleft in the cheek involving the anterior part of the
helix and antihelix of the left pinna and extending forwards
as far as the nose. The external auditory meatus was also
obliterated. This was in all probability not a case of injury
at all but an example of an intermaxillary fissure of the face.
Such a fissure usually starts at the angle of the mouth and
,pursues an outward and, upward course towards the ear. It

is most commonly met with on the left side, as in this

case, and is often associated with various deformities of the
external ear. It is usually asserted that intra-uterine frac-
tures are due to external violence but this is far from always
the case. Numerous examples of fractures involving
the long bones and the cranial bones can be collected,
especially from the older literature. Gurlt has recorded a

large number of such cases and his paper proves that they
are by no means uncommon. Their explanation, however,
is not EO simple. In many instances they are met with in
association with other deformities or complete or partial
absence of some of the other bones. The view put forward
by Ballantyne with regard to these conditions is probably
the correct one-namely, that the great majority are

really due not to external violence but to the result of
amniotic adhesions. Further support is given to this view by
the fact that not infrequently a cicatrix has been found over
the site of the fracture and this is explained by the
supposition that a band of the amnion was attached at this
point and produced by its traction distortion of the oft

cartilage of the developing bone and as a result the appear-
ance of a healed fracture. In the same way it is probable
that most of the recorded cases of intra-uterine dislocations
are also not the result of direct trauma but are due to

anomalies of growth from the pressure exercised by an

ill-developed and unseparated amnion. The curious cases of
so-called recent wounds of the skin which are met with from
time to time in newly born babies, and which have always
been the cause of a great deal of curious speculation,
must be explained in the same way and are in reality
due to the rupture of an amniotic adhesion during
parturition. The tearing through of such an adhesion
close to the skin would give rise to a raw area. The

Exeter magistrates apparently believed the story of the
woman who applied for their assistance and it is possible
that they took a correct view of the case. That severe

injuries inflicted upon the mother may affect the foetus in
utero is certain and it would be rash to assert that in certain

circumstances, as, for example, a deficiency of the liquor
amnii, even comparatively slight violence could not cause
damage to the unborn child. At the same time in consider-

ing such cases the medical man must always remember that
a very large number of so-called injuries are in reality faults
of development and are due to trauma it is true, but to

trauma produced by the pressure of an undeveloped amnion
and not to trauma the result of external violence.

A PRIZE of R100 and a silver cup have been offered by
Mr. Edgar Speyer, a member of the General Council of

King Edward’s Hospital Fund for London, and a generous
supporter of the Fund, for the best essay on " The Economi-
cal Management of an Efficient Voluntary Hospital." The

Prince of Wales as President of the Fund has approved
Mr. Speyer’s action and has consented to present the prize
to the successful essayist. The competition is only open to
the paid secretaries and assistant secretaries of voluntary
hospitals in the United Kingdom of Great Britain and

Ireland. Further particulars and conditions will be

supplied on application by the honorary secretaries of the
Fund, 81, Cheapside, London, E.C.

b THE fourth Congress of the German Society of Orthopaedic
Surgery will meet at Langenbeck House in Ziegelstrasse,

Berlin, on April 25th, the day before the meeting of the
. German Surgical Society. -

THE King has been pleased to appoint Dr. Noel Dean

Bardswell, at present director of the Mundesley Sanatorium,
to be medical superintendent of the King Edward VII. Sana-
btorium. It is understood that Dr. Bardswell will visit
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foreign sanatoriums for some little time before commencing
his work at the King’s Sanatorium, which, it is hoped, will
be opened in the early part of 1906.

IN reference to our leading article upon the -case of
Miller v. Miller and Fowler we should have pointed out that
Dr. Fowler’s case was conducted throughout to its

triumphant issue by the London and Counties Medical
Protection Society, Limited, whose assistance was sought by
Dr. Fowler at the beginning of the case.

Lord Strathcona will take the chair at the festival dinner
of the National Hospital for the Paralysed and Epileptic on
Thursday, April 13th, in the Whitehall Rooms of the Hotel
Metropole, at 7 P.M. Communications should be addressed
to Mr. Godfrey Hamilton at the hospital.

THE annual meeting of the Coal Smoke Abatement

Society will be held, by permission of Mr. Frederick Harrison
and Mr. Cyril Maude, at the Haymarket Theatre, London, on
Thursday, March 30th, at 3.30 P.M. His Grace the Duke of

Fife, K.T., will preside. 
-

THE death occurred last week of Miss Jane Catherine

Shaw-Stewart who assisted Miss Florence Nightingale as
a nurse during the Crimean war and was afterwards matron-
superintendent of Netley Hospital, which position she held
till 1868. 

______________

THE GARCIA CENTENARY.

Senor Manuel Garcia, the eminent teacher of singing,
through whose labours laryngoscopy has become one of the
most important handmaids to the medical profession in its
battle with the dread diseases of the throat, celebrated
the hundredth anniversary of his birthday on March 17th,
when representatives of music and science from all parts of
the world assembled at the rooms of the Royal Medical and
Chirurgical Society, 20, Hanover-square, London, W., to do
him honour. Among those present were Madame Garcia and
Miss Garcia.
As Senor Garcia entered the room at noon wearing the

insignia of the honorary Commandership of the Royal
Victorian Order conferred upon him by the King, a volley of
cheers greeted him from the assembled company. This

hearty reception he acknowledged by bowing and imme-
diately afterwards seated himself in the chair upon the da&iuml;s
which had been specially placed there for him as a seat of
honour.

Sir FELIX SEMON, chairman of the Garcia committee,
then announced that His Majesty the King had just received
Senor Garcia at Buckingham Palace in order to express to
him his congratulations and his recognition of all that Seilor
Garcia had done for medicine and music. At the same time
the King had conferred upon him the honorary Commander-
ship of the Royal Victorian Order. His Majesty, at the
conclusion of the interview, expressed a wish to be

personally represented at the banquet, and said that he
would desiie his Lord-in-Waiting, Lord Suffield, to attend as
his representative.
The Marquis DE VILLALOBAR (the Spanish Charge

d’Affaires) then delivered a congratulatory message from
the King of Spain and invested Senor Garcia with the Order
of King Don Alphonse XII.

Professor FRXNKEL said that the genius of Senor Garcia
had thrown light on the dark places of the larynx and the
source of the living human voice. In recognition of his
merits the German Emperor had conferred upon him the
great gold medal for science. This rarely awarded distinc-
tion he now had the pleasure of presenting to Senor Garcia
at the request of the Minister for Public Instruction.
An address from the Royal Society was then presented

by Sir ARCHIBALD GEIKIE (principal secretary), Professor

FRANCIS DARWIN (foreign secretary), and Dr. HALLIBURTON,
F.R.S. The address was as follows :-

The Royal Society of London join very cordially in congratulating
Manuel Garcia on the celebration of his 100th birthday. The President
and Council recall with much pleasure the circumstance that the Royal
Society afforded in their proceedings (March 22nd, 1855) the medium
for publishing to the scientific world the memorable paper in which
Seilor Garcia laid the foundation of the experimental study of voice
production and, at the same time through the laryngoscope, provided
the starting point for a new department of practical medical science.
The Royal Society trust that Senor Garcia may still continue for years
to come to enjoy in good health the esteem which his scientific achieve-
ment and his high personal character have brought to him. (Signed
and sealed on behalf of the Royal Society for Promoting Natural
Knowledge) WILLIAM HUGGINS, President.

Sir ARCHIBALD GEIKIE (corresponding member of the
Prussian Academy of Sciences) read the following tele-
gram:-
To the first investigator of the human voice by a new method which

for all time has bestowed a signal service on art, on science, and on
suffering humanity, the Royal Prussian Academy of Sciences sends on
his 100th birthday its most respectful congratulations.-WALDEYER,
Secretary.
An address was next read from the University of Konigs-

berg which had conferred on Senor Garcia the honorary
degree of Doctor nearly half a century ago.
An address was then presented from the Victoria Uni-

versity of Manchester by Professor STIRLING, F.R,S., Dr.
W. MILLIGAN, and Dr. S. MORITZ, one from the Medical
Faculty of Heidelberg, and another from Senor Garcia’s old
pupils, among whom were Mr. Santley, Madame Blanche
Marchesi, and Herr and Fraulein Stockhausen.
Mr. OTTO GOLDSCHMIDT, the husband of Jenny Lind, said

that his late wife to the end of her days venerated Senor
Garcia who helped her to take the position in the musical
world which she attained.
An address from the Royal Academy of Music was pre-

sented by Mr. Thomas Threlfall (chairman), Sir Alexander
Mackenzie (principal), Mr. Walter Macfarren, Mr. Edward E.
Cooper (honorary treasurer), Cavaliere Randegger, Mr. John
Thomas, Mr. F. Walker, and Mr. F. W. Renaut (secretary),
and an address from the Royal College of Music, was pre-
sented by Sir Hubert Parry (principal), Sir Walter Parratt,
Mr. Henry Blower, Sir C. Villiers Stanford, Dr. C. Harford
Lloyd, Mr. Eaton Faning, Mus.Doc., the Hon. Spencer
Lyttelton, C.B., and Mr. Frank Pownall.
A large number of messages of congxatulation were also

sent by British and foreign laryngological societies and
associations.

Dr. BOTELLA (Madrid), the official delegate of the Spanish
Government and of the Spanish Laryngological Society, said
that the laryngoscope had put within the range of science
many diseases the existence of which could never have been.

suspected, had made possible their treatment, and had saved
from suffering and death many lives. The Spanish Govern-
ment sent its enthusiastic congratulations and the Spanish
Laryngological Society begged Senor Garcia’s acceptance of
the office of " President of Honour."
The address from the Laryngological Society of London, of

which Senor Garcia is the oldest honorary member, referred
to him as "dear and revered master" and expressed the
wish that " we may often have the pleasure and privilege of
seeing the venerable father of laryngoscopy amongst us."

It was announced that several foreign societies had
conferred their honorary membership upon Senor Garcia.
The proceedings were brought to a close by the

presentation to Senor Garcia of *his portrait painted by
Mr. Sargent, R.A.

In returning thanks Senor GARCIA (addressing the Spanish
Charge d’Affaires) said: Sir, will you tell my King for me
how deeply grateful I am to him for thus remembering that
in this country, which has sheltered me so long, he has a
loyal and a loving subject? Will you express my over.
whelming sense of this great honour and convey to him my
reverent-if a subject may be so bold-my loving thanks ?
You, Sir (addressing Professor Frankel), will undertake of
your great courtesy to make known to His Majesty the
German Emperor my deep sense of the honour he has con-
ferred on a stranger and you will ask him to accept my
grateful thanks. You, Sir (addressing Sir Archibald Geikie),
who represent the illustrious English society that first gave
me a hearing (the Royal Society) ; you, Professor Stirling, by
whom the learning of England’s second capital (the University
of Manchester), sends me greeting (at this point Senor Garcia
handed the MS. of his reply to Sir Felix Semon, requesting
him to finish reading it)-you who have come from distant
Konigsberg to recall the grateful memory of those who


